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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

[Docket No. FV02–981–1 NC]

Notice of Request for Extension and
Revision of a Currently Approved
Information Collection

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35), this notice
announces the Agricultural Marketing
Service’s (AMS) intention to request an
extension for and revision to a currently
approved information collection for
Almonds Grown in California,
Marketing Order 981.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by March 19, 2002.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS:
Contact Valerie L. Emmer-Scott,
Marketing Specialist, Marketing Order
Administration Branch, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs, AMS, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., Stop 0237,
Washington, DC 20250–0237; Tel: (202)
720–2491, Fax: (202) 720–8938, or e-
mail: moab.docketclerk@usda.gov.

Small businesses may request
information on this notice by contacting
Jay Guerber, Regulatory Fairness
Representative, Marketing Order
Administration Branch, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs, AMS, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., Stop 0237,
Washington, DC 20250–0237; telephone
(202) 720–2491; Fax (202) 720–8938, or
e-mail: Jay.Guerber@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Almonds Grown in California,
Marketing Order 981.

OMB Number: 0581–0071.
Expiration Date of Approval: August

31, 2002.

Type of Request: Extension and
revision of a currently approved
information collection.

Abstract: Marketing order programs
provide an opportunity for producers of
fresh fruits, vegetables and specialty
crops, in a specified production area, to
work together to solve marketing
problems that cannot be resolved
individually. Order regulations help
ensure adequate supplies of high quality
product and adequate returns to
producers. Under the Agricultural
Marketing Agreement Act of 1937
(AMAA), as amended (7 U.S.C. 601–
674), marketing order programs are
established if favored in referendum
among producers. The handling of the
commodity is regulated. The
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
authorized to oversee the order’s
operations and issue regulations
recommended by a committee of
representatives from each commodity
industry. The Almond Board of
California (Board) is responsible for
locally administering the program.

The information collection
requirements in this request are
essential to carry out the intent of the
AMAA, to provide the respondents the
type of service they request, and to
administer the California almond
marketing order program (7 CFR part
981), which has been operating since
1950.

The California almond marketing
order authorizes the issuance of quality
and volume control regulations, as well
as inspection requirements. Regulatory
provisions apply to almonds shipped
within and outside of the production
area, except those specifically exempt.
The order also has authority for
production and marketing research and
development projects, including paid
advertising. Handlers who advertise
may receive credit for their advertising
expenses according to specific
requirements.

The order, and rules and regulations
issued thereunder, require handlers and
growers to submit certain information.
Much of this information is compiled by
the Board in aggregate and provided to
the industry to assist in marketing
decisions.

The Board has developed forms as a
means for persons to file required
information with the Board relating to
almond supplies, shipments,
dispositions, and other information

needed to effectively carry out the
purpose of the AMAA and order. As
shipments of California almonds are
normally year-round, these forms are
utilized accordingly. A USDA form is
used to allow growers to vote on
amendments or continuance of the
marketing order. In addition, almond
growers and handlers who are
nominated by their peers to serve as
representatives on the Board must file
nomination forms with the USDA.

The information collected is used
only by authorized representatives of
the USDA, including AMS, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs’ regional and
headquarter’s staff, and authorized
employees of the Board. Authorized
Board employees and the industry are
the primary users of the information and
AMS is the secondary user.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 0.33 hours per
response.

Respondents: California almond
growers, handlers and accepted users of
inedible almonds.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
7,150.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 1.04.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 2,445 hours.

Comments are invited on: (1) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology.

Comments should reference OMB No.
0581–0071 and the California Almond
Marketing Order No. 981, and be mailed
to Docket Clerk, Fruit and Vegetable
Programs, AMS, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., Stop 0237,
Washington, DC 20250–0237; Tel: (202)
720–2491, Fax: (202) 720–8938; Fax:
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(202) 720–8938; or e-mail:
moab.docketclerk@usda.gov. All
comments received will be available for
public inspection during regular
business hours at the same address.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.

Dated: January 14, 2002.
Kenneth C. Clayton,
Associate Administrator, Agricultural
Marketing Service.
[FR Doc. 02–1289 Filed 1–17–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–02–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 01–113–1]

Notice of Request for Approval of an
Information Collection

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: New information collection;
comment request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service’s intention to
initiate a new information collection
activity for self-certification medical
statements.
DATES: We will consider all comments
we receive that are postmarked,
delivered, or e-mailed by March 19,
2002.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by postal mail/commercial delivery or
by e-mail. If you use postal mail/
commercial delivery, please send four
copies of your comment (an original and
three copies) to: Docket No. 01–113–1,
Regulatory Analysis and Development,
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River
Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737–
1238. Please state that your comment
refers to Docket No. 01–113–1. If you
use e-mail, address your comment to
regulations@aphis.usda.gov. Your
comment must be contained in the body
of your message; do not send attached
files. Please include your name and
address in your message and ‘‘Docket
No. 01–113–1’’ on the subject line.

You may read any comments that we
receive on this docket in our reading
room. The reading room is located in
room 1141 of the USDA South Building,
14th Street and Independence Avenue
SW., Washington, DC. Normal reading
room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except

holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 690–2817
before coming.

APHIS documents published in the
Federal Register, and related
information, including the names of
organizations and individuals who have
commented on APHIS dockets, are
available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information on self-certification medical
statements, contact Ms. Linda Lane,
Personnel Management Specialist,
Human Resources Division, MRPBS,
room 1724, South Building, 14th Street
and Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20250; (202) 720–3519.
For copies of more detailed information
on the information collection, contact
Mrs. Celeste Sickles, APHIS’
Information Collection Coordinator, at
(301) 734–7477.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Self-Certification Medical
Statement.

OMB Number: 0579–XXXX.
Type of Request: Approval of a new

information collection.
Abstract: The Marketing and

Regulatory Programs (MRP) agencies of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
facilitate the domestic and international
marketing of U.S. agricultural products
and protect the health of domestic
animal and plant resources. The MRP
agencies are the Agricultural Marketing
Service (AMS), the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS), and
the Grain Inspection, Packers and
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA).
Resource management and
administrative services, including
human resource management, for the
three MRP agencies are provided by the
MRP Business Services unit of APHIS,
which is the lead agency in providing
administrative support for MRP.

In accordance with 5 CFR part 339,
Federal agencies are authorized to
obtain medical information from
applicants for and employees in
positions that have approved medical
standards. Medical standards may be
established for positions for which the
duties are arduous or hazardous or
require a certain level of health status or
fitness.

Certain positions in MRP agencies
have medical standards. An example of
such a position is the agricultural
commodity grader position in AMS.
Each year, AMS hires a number of
agricultural commodity graders. These
employees work under dusty
conditions, around moving machinery
and slippery surfaces, and in areas with

high noise levels. They have direct
contact with meat and dairy products,
fresh and processed fruits and
vegetables, and poultry products
intended for human consumption or
cotton and tobacco products intended
for human use. Medical standards have
also been established for positions in
APHIS that involve contact with wild
animals.

The MRP agencies require a self-
certification statement from applicants
for these positions regarding their
fitness for the positions. The MRP
agencies need this information to
determine whether the applicants can
perform the duties of the positions.
Inability to collect this information
would adversely affect the MRP
agencies’ ability to recruit and hire
qualified individuals and carry out their
missions.

We are asking the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) to
approve our use of this information
collection activity.

The purpose of this notice is to solicit
comments from the public (as well as
affected agencies) concerning our
information collection. These comments
will help us:

(1) Evaluate whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of our
estimate of the burden of the
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
information collection on those who are
to respond, through use, as appropriate,
of automated, electronic, mechanical,
and other collection technologies, e.g.,
permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Estimate of burden: The public
reporting burden for this collection of
information is estimated to average
0.1666 hours per response.

Respondents: Applicants to MRP
positions with approved medical
standards.

Estimated annual number of
respondents: 300.

Estimated annual number of
responses per respondent: 1.

Estimated annual number of
responses: 300.

Estimated total annual burden on
respondents: 50 hours. (Due to
averaging, the total annual burden hours
may not equal the product of the annual

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 10:07 Jan 17, 2002 Jkt 197001 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\18JAN1.SGM pfrm01 PsN: 18JAN1


